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THE 4TH INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION:
Data as the new oil of the digital economy?



The world’s largest taxi firm, Uber, owns no cars. 

The world’s most popular media company, Facebook, creates no content.

The world’s most valuable retailer, Alibaba, carries no stock. 

The world’s largest accommodation provider, Airbnb, owns no property.

http://larsonjb.com/uploads/3/8/9/9/38990899/next_orig.jpg



https://twitter.com/theeconomist/status/860135249552003073



PRIVACY?





Right to Privacy

“the right to be let 
alone - the most 
comprehensive of 
rights and the right 
most valued by 
civilized men”

[Brandeis J, dissenting 
in Olmstead v. 

United States, 277 U.S. 
438 (1928)]. 



Section 11, Article II of the 1987 
Constitution

The State values the dignity of 
every human person and 

guarantees full respect for human 
rights.



What is Privacy?

Privacy is a fundamental right, essential 
to autonomy and the protection of 
human dignity, serving as the foundation 
upon which many other human rights are 
built.

https://www.privacyinternational.org/node/54



From presentation of DPC Ivy D. Patdu, NPC



DUAL MANDATE of The NPC:
It is the policy of the State to protect the fundamental human right of privacy 
of communication while ensuring free flow of information to 

promote innovation and growth. –Sec.2, RA 10173

From presentation of DPC Ivy D. Patdu, NPC



NATIONAL PRIVACY COMMISSION

• Section 9. Functions. The National Privacy Commission shall 
have the following functions:

a. Rule Making. The Commission shall develop, 
promulgate, review or amend rules and regulations for the 
effective implementation of the Act. 



Personal Data

 Confidentiality

 Integrity

 Availability

• Security Measures
•Organizational

•Physical

•Technical

-against any accidental or unlawful destruction, 
alteration, and disclosure, as well as against any 
other unlawful processing



NATIONAL PRIVACY COMMISSION

b. Advisory. The Commission shall be the advisory body on 
matters affecting protection of personal data.

• Comment on local legislation taking into account Data Privacy

• Issuance of Advisory Opinions

• Privacy Codes



Accountability, Compliance, Ethics



NATIONAL PRIVACY COMMISSION

e. Complaints and Investigations. The Commission shall 
adjudicate on complaints and investigations on matters affecting 
personal data: xx

• Cases filed with the Commission

• Adjudicate on issues raised– case to case basis





SEC. 38. Interpretation. – Any doubt in the interpretation of any 
provision of this Act shall be liberally interpreted in a manner 
mindful of the rights and interests of the individual about whom 
personal information is processed.



Right to 
Privacy and 
Freedom of 
Expression

• How does the DPA strike balance?



Paramount Consideration given to Freedom 
of expression including freedom of the press

Section 5. Special Cases. The Act and these Rules shall not apply to the 
following specified information, only to the minimum extent of 
collection, access, use, disclosure or other processing necessary to the 
purpose, function, or activity concerned:

b. Personal information processed for journalistic, artistic or literary 
purpose, in order to uphold freedom of speech, of expression, or of the 
press, subject to requirements of other applicable law or regulations;

c. Personal information that will be processed for research purpose, 
intended for a public benefit, subject to the requirements of applicable 
laws, regulations, or ethical standards;



Journalists

Section 7. Protection Afforded to Journalists and their Sources.

a. Publishers, editors, or duly accredited reporters of any newspaper, magazine or 
periodical of general circulation shall not be compelled to reveal the source of any 
news report or information appearing in said publication if it was related in any 
confidence to such publisher, editor, or reporter.

b. Publishers, editors, or duly accredited reporters who are likewise personal 
information controllers or personal information processors within the meaning of

the law are still bound to follow the Data Privacy Act and related issuances with

regard to the processing of personal data, upholding rights of their data subjects

and maintaining compliance with other provisions that are not incompatible

with the protection provided by Republic Act No. 53.



Exception is 
not to be 
considered 
absolute.
• Transparency

• Legitimate purpose

• Proportionality



Source: 
http://www.philstar.com/headlines/2017/11
/28/1763331/pdea-media-hit-disclosure-
drug-suspects-hiv-status



Where do we draw the line?





Privacy by Design





“We want to comply not because we have to, but because it is the 
right thing to do.”

- International Rice Research Institute



Embracing a Privacy Culture

Source of picture: available at http://www.pmcgregor.com/building-habits-keeping-them/ 



Reach Us:

• Website: www.privacy.gov.ph

• Email: jpee.hernandez@privacy.gov.ph

info@privacy.gov.ph 
complaints@privacy.gov.ph

facebook.com/privacy.gov.ph/

facebook.com/Ivy D. Patdu/
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